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Keeping Our Community Safe: 
Updates on the District Attorney’s Efforts to Reduce Gun Violence 

 

In November 2021, District Attorney José Garza announced a four-point plan to address gun 

violence in Travis County: 1) hold people who commit acts of gun violence accountable; 2) 

invest in gun violence prevention programs; 3) intervene early to prevent family violence 

homicides; and 4) expand services to support victims of gun violence.1 

 

Gun violence is declining in Travis County   
• Violent crime rates in Austin have steadily dropped.2 

• Since 2021, the number of firearm-related offenses prosecuted by the Travis County 

District Attorney’s Office (TCDA) has increased.3  

• Homicide cases in Travis County have continued to decrease from 2021 to 2025.4 

• Working in collaboration with the Austin Police Department (APD) and the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), TCDA has assisted local law 

enforcement agencies to secure additional investigative resources to solve gun crimes.5 

 

TCDA and community partners are working together to reduce gun violence 

• In 2022, TCDA hosted a Gun Violence Prevention summit to coordinate gun violence 

prevention efforts.6 That Summit has continued every year since.7 

• TCDA has supported funding requests for local community violence intervention 

programs.8 

• Since 2024, frontline workers at ATXPeace have completed 151 mediations and de-

escalations, with the goal of diffusing conflicts before gun violence occurs.9 

• In 2025, TCDA established a gun violence prevention program which focuses on 

individuals who are most at-risk of committing future acts of gun violence.10 
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Travis County has among the lowest number of family violence homicides of major urban 

centers in the State11 

• In 2021, TCDA added a full-time staff member to the Family Violence High Risk Team, 

which includes representatives from TCDA, APD, and community partners. This team 

meets weekly to identify family violence cases with a high risk of gun violence and 

deploys early intervention strategies to prevent that violence from occurring.  

• TCDA announced a firearm surrender protocol in 2021 to seize guns from those accused 

of a family violence offense who are legally prohibited from possessing a firearm.12 

TCDA has helped secure needed resources for victims of gun violence 

• In 2022, TCDA advocated for the creation of a hospital-based violence intervention 

program in Travis County.13 Ascension Seton launched this program in October 2024 and 

has served 134 patients who are victims of gun violence and other violent offenses since 

then.14 

• TCDA supported the establishment of a Trauma Recovery Center in Travis County.15 

The Harvest Trauma Recovery Center opened in November 2023 and provides free, 

comprehensive behavioral health services to survivors of violent crimes and their 

families. It is the first Trauma Recovery Center to open in Texas.16 
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